The Answer to Prayer

107 Everyone who has ever tried to use prayer to request something, has
experienced what appears to be failure. This is not only true in connection with
specific things which might be harmful, but also in connection with requests which
are strictly in line with this course. The latter, in particular, might be incorrectly
interpreted as "proof" that the course does not mean what it says. But you must
remember that the course does state, and REPEATEDLY, that its purpose is the
ESCAPE FROM FEAR.

108 Let us suppose, then, that what you request of the Holy Spirit IS what you
really want, but that YOU ARE STILL AFRAID OF IT. Should this be the case, your
ATTAINMENT of it would no longer BE what you want, even if IT is. This accounts for
why CERTAIN SPECIFIC FORMS of healing are not achieved, even though the STATE of
healing IS. It frequently happens that an individual asks for physical healing, because
he is fearful OF BODILY HARM. However, at the same time, if he WERE healed
physically, the threat to his thought-system would be considerably MORE fearful to
him than its physical EXPRESSION. In this case, he is not really asking for RELEASE
from fear, but for the removal of a symptom WHICH HE HAS SELECTED. This request
is, therefore, NOT for healing at all.

100 The Bible emphasizes that ALL prayers are answered, and this must be
true, if no effort is wasted. The very fact that one has asked the Holy Spirit for
ANYTHING, will ensure a response. But it is equally certain that no response, given by
the Holy Spirit, will EVER be one which would INCREASE fear. It is even possible that
His answer will not be heard at all. It is IM-possible, however, that it will be lost.
There are many answers which you have already received, but have NOT YET HEARD.
| assure you that they are waiting for you. It is indeed true that no effort is wasted.

110 If you would know your prayers are answered, never doubt a Son of God.
Do not question him, and do not confound him, for your faith in him is your faith in
YOURSELF. If you would know God and His Answer, believe in me, whose faith in
YOU cannot be shaken. Can you ask of the Holy Spirit truly, and doubt your brother?
Believe his words are true, because of the truth which is in him. You will unite with
the truth in him, and his words will BE true. As you hear him, you will hear me.
LISTENING to truth is the only way you can hear it now, and finally KNOW it.

111 The message your brother gives you is UP TO YOU. What does he say to
you? What would YOU have him say? Your decision ABOUT him determines the
message YOU receive. Remember that the Holy Spirit is in him, and His Voice speaks
to YOU through him. What can so holy a brother tell you EXCEPT truth? But are you
LISTENING to it? Your brother may not know who he is, but there is a Light in his
mind which DOES know. This Light can shine into yours, making HIS words true, and
you ABLE TO HEAR THEM. His words ARE the Holy Spirit's answer to YOU. Is your
faith in him strong enough to LET you listen and hear?

112 Salvation is of your brother. The Holy Spirit extends from your mind to his,
and answers YOU. You cannot hear the Voice for God in yourself alone, because you
are NOT alone. And His answer is only for what you ARE. You will not know the trust |
have in you, unless you EXTEND it. You will not trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
or believe that it is for YOU, unless you hear it in others. It MUST be for your brother,
BECAUSE it is for you. Would God have created a Voice for you alone?



Could you hear His answer EXCEPT as He answers ALL of God's Sons? Hear of your
brother what you would have me hear of YOU, for you would not want ME to be
deceived.

113 | love you for the truth in you, as GOD does. Your deceptions may deceive
YOU, but they CANNOT deceive ME. Knowing what you ARE, | CANNOT doubt you. |
hear only the Holy Spirit in you, Who speaks to me through YOU. If you would hear
ME, hear my brothers, in whom God's Voice speaks. The answer to ALL your prayers
lies in them. You will be answered as you HEAR THE ANSWER IN EVERYONE. Do not
listen to anything else, or you will not hear truth.

114 Believe in your brothers BECAUSE | believe in you, and you will learn that
my belief in you is justified. Believe in me BY believing in them, for the sake of what
God gave them. THEY WILL ANSWER YOU, if you learn to ask truth of them. Do not
ask for blessings without blessing THEM, for only in this way can YOU learn how
blessed YOU are. By following this way, you ARE looking for the truth in YOU. This is
not going BEYOND yourself, but TOWARD yourself. Hear only God's answer in His
Sons, and YOU are answered.

115 To disbelieve is to side AGAINST, or to ATTACK. To believe is to accept, and
SIDE WITH. To believe is not to be credulous, but to accept and APPRECIATE. What
you do NOT believe you do NOT APPRECIATE, and you CANNOT be grateful for what
you do not VALUE. There is a price you will pay for judgment, because judgment IS
the setting of price. And as you set it, you WILL pay it.

116 If paying is equated with GETTING, you will set the PRICE low, but demand
a high RETURN. But you will have forgotten that to price is to VALUE, so that YOUR
return is IN PROPORTION TO YOUR JUDGMENT OF WORTH If paying is associated
with giving, IT CANNOT BE PERCEIVED AS LOSS, and the RECIPROCAL relationship of
giving and RECEIVING will be recognized. The price will then be set high, because of
the value of the RETURN. The price for GETTING is to LOSE SIGHT OF VALUE, making
it inevitable that you will NOT value what you receive. Valuing it little, you will not
appreciate it, and you will not WANT it.

117 Never forget, then, that YOU have set the value on what you receive, and
have priced it BY what you give. To believe that it is possible to get much FOR little, is
to believe that you can bargain with God. God's laws are ALWAYS fair, and
PERFECTLY consistent. BY giving, you receive. But to receive is to ACCEPT, NOT to
get. It is impossible not to HAVE, but it IS possible NOT TO KNOW YOU HAVE. The
recognition of HAVING is the willingness for GIVING, and ONLY by this willingness,
can you RECOGNIZE what you have. What you give is therefore the value you put on
what you have, being the exact measure of the value you PUT upon it. And this, in
turn, is the measure of HOW MUCH YOU WANT IT.

118 You can ASK of the Holy Spirit, then, ONLY by giving TO Him. And you can
GIVE to Him only WHERE YOU SEE HIM. If you SEE Him in everyone, consider how
much you will be asking OF Him, and HOW MUCH YOU WILL RECEIVE. He will deny
you nothing, because you have denied Him nothing, and so you can SHARE
EVERYTHING. This is the way, and the ONLY way, to have His answer, because His
answer is all you can ask for and WANT. Say, then, to everyone,

119 "Because | will to know myself, | see you as God's Son and my brother."



