The Unreality of Sin
(February 27, 1967)

25 The attraction of guilt is found in sin, NOT error. Sin will be repeated,
BECAUSE of this attraction. Fear can become so acute that the sin is denied the
acting out, but, while the guilt REMAINS attractive, the mind will suffer, and not let
go the IDEA of the sin. For guilt still calls to it, and the mind hears it and yearns for it,
making it a willing captive to its sick appeal. Sin is an idea of evil that can not BE
corrected, and will be forever DESIRABLE. As an ESSENTIAL part of what the ego
thinks you ARE, you will ALWAYS want it. And only an AVENGER, with a mind UNLIKE
your own, could stamp it out through FEAR.

26 The ego does not think it possible that love, NOT fear, is really called upon
by sin, AND ALWAYS ANSWERS. For the ego brings sin to FEAR, demanding
punishment. But punishment is but another form of guilt's PROTECTION. For what is
DESERVING punishment must have been REALLY DONE. Punishment is always the
great preserver of sin; treating it with respect, and honoring its enormity. What must
be punished, MUST BE TRUE. And what is true MUST be eternal, and WILL be
repeated endlessly. For what you think is real YOU WANT, and will NOT let it go. An
ERROR, on the other hand, is NOT attractive . What you see clearly AS A MISTAKE,
you WANT corrected.

»7Sometimes a sin can be repeated over and over, with OBVIOUSLY
distressing results, but WITHOUT the loss of its appeal. And suddenly you change its
status from a sin to a MISTAKE. Now you will NOT repeat it; you will merely stop, and
let it go. UNLESS THE GUILT REMAINS. For then, you will but change the FORM of sin,
granting that it was an error, but KEEPING IT UNCORRECTABLE. This is not really a
change in your perception, for it is SIN that calls for punishment, NOT error. The Holy
Spirit CANNOT punish sin. Mistakes He recognizes, and would correct them all, as
God entrusted Him to do. But SIN He knows not, nor can He RECOGNIZE mistakes
that cannot be corrected. For a mistake that cannot be corrected is MEANINGLESS to
Him.

28 Mistakes are FOR correction. They call for NOTHING ELSE. What calls for
punishment, must call for NOTHING. Every mistake MUST be a call for love. What,
then, is sin? What COULD it be but a mistake you would keep hidden; a call for help
that you would keep UNHEARD, and thus UNANSWERED? In time, the Holy Spirit
CLEARLY sees the Son of God can make mistakes. On this, you SHARE His vision. But
you do NOT share His recognition of the difference between time and eternity. And
when correction is completed, time IS eternity.

29 Time is like a downward spiral that seems to travel down from a long,
unbroken line, along another plane, but which in no way BREAKS the line, or
interferes with its smooth continuousness. Along the spiral, it SEEMS as if the line
MUST have been broken, but, at the LINE, its wholeness is apparent.

Everything seen from the spiral is misperceived. But, as you approach the line, you
realize that IT was not affected by the drop into another plane at all. But, FROM this
plane, the LINE seems discontinuous. And this is but an error in perception, which
can be easily corrected IN THE MIND, although the body's eyes will see no change.
The eyes see many things the mind corrects, and YOU respond, NOT to the eyes'
illusions, BUT TO THE MIND'S CORRECTIONS.



30 You SEE the line as broken, and as you shift to different aspects of the
spiral, the line looks different. Yet in your mind is One Who KNOWS it is unbroken,
and forever changeless. This One can teach you how to look on time differently and
to see BEYOND it. But NOT while you believe in sin. In error, yes, for this CAN be
corrected by the mind. But sin is the belief that YOUR perception is UNCHANGEABLE,
and that the MIND must ACCEPT AS TRUE what it is told THROUGH it. If it does not
obey, the MIND is judged insane. The ONLY power that could CHANGE perception is
thus kept impotent, held to the body by the FEAR of changed perception, which its
Teacher, Who is One with it, would bring.

31 When you are tempted to believe that sin is real, remember this: If sin is
real, both God AND YOU are not. If creation is EXTENSION, the Creator MUST have
extended HIMSELF, and it is impossible that what is PART of Him is totally unlike the
rest. If sin is real, God must be at war WITHIN HIMSELF. HE must be split, and torn
between good and evil; partly sane and partially insane. For He must have created
what wills to destroy Him, AND HAS THE POWER TO DO SO. Is it not EASIER to
believe that YOU have been mistaken than to believe in this?

32 While you believe that YOUR reality, OR YOUR BROTHER'S, is bounded by a
body, you will believe in sin. While you believe that BODIES can unite, you will find
guilt attractive, and believe that sin is precious. For the belief that bodies LIMIT the
mind leads to a perception of the world in which the PROOF of separation seems to
be everywhere. And God and His creation seem to be split apart, and overthrown.
For sin would PROVE what God created holy could not prevail against it, nor remain
ITSELF before the power of sin. Sin is perceived as mightier than God, before which
God HIMSELF must bow, and offer His creation to its conqueror. Is this humility, or
madness?

33 If sin were real it would forever be beyond the hope of healing. For there
would be a power BEYOND God's, capable of making another will, which could attack
His Will, and OVERCOME it; and give His Son a will APART from His, and STRONGER.
And each part of His fragmented creation would have a DIFFERENT will OPPOSED to
His, and in eternal opposition to Him AND TO EACH OTHER. Your holy relationship
has, as its purpose now, the goal of proving THIS is impossible. Heaven has smiled
upon it, and the belief in sin has been uprooted in its smile of love. You SEE it still,
because you do not realize that its FOUNDATION has gone. Its SOURCE has been
removed, and so it can be cherished but a little while, before it vanishes. Only the
habit of LOOKING for it still remains.

34 And yet you look with Heaven's smile upon YOUR lips, and Heaven's
blessing on your sight. You will NOT see it long. For, in the NEW perception, the mind
CORRECTS it when it SEEMS to be seen, and it becomes invisible. But ERRORS are
quickly recognized, and quickly given to correction, to be healed, NOT hidden. YOU
will be healed of sin and all its ravages, the INSTANT that you give it no power over
EACH OTHER. And you will HELP each other overcome MISTAKES, by joyously
RELEASING one another from the belief in sin.

35 In the holy instant, you will see the smile of Heaven shining on BOTH of
you. And you will shine upon each other, in glad acknowledgment of the grace that
has been GIVEN you. For sin will NOT prevail against a union Heaven has smiled
upon. Your perception was HEALED in the holy instant Heaven gave you. Forget what
you HAVE seen, and raise your eyes, in faith, to what you now CAN see.



The barriers to Heaven will disappear before your holy sight. For you who were
sightless have been GIVEN vision, and you CAN see. Look not for what has been
REMOVED, but for the glory that has been RESTORED, for you to see.

36 Look upon your Redeemer, and behold what He would show you in each
other. And let not sin arise again, to blind your eyes. For sin would keep you
separate, but your Redeemer would have you look upon each other as yourself.

(February 28, 1967)

Your relationship is now a temple of healing, a place where all the weary ones can
come and find rest. Here is the rest that waits for all, after the journey. And it is
brought NEARER to all, by your relationship.

37 As this peace expands, from deep inside yourselves, to embrace ALL the
Sonship and give it rest, it will encounter many obstacles. Some of them, YOU will try
to impose. Others will seem to arise from elsewhere; from your brothers, and from
various aspects of the world OUTSIDE. But peace will gently cover them, extending
past, COMPLETELY unhindered. The extension of the Holy Spirit's purpose, from
YOUR relationship to others, to bring them gently IN, has already begun. This is the
way in which He will bring means and goal in line. The peace He laid, deep within
BOTH of you, will quietly extend to EVERY aspect of your lives, surrounding both of
you with glowing happiness, and the calm awareness of COMPLETE protection. And
you will carry its message of love and safety and freedom to everyone who draws
nigh unto your temple, where healing waits for him.

3g You will NOT wait to give him this, for you will CALL to him and he will
answer, RECOGNIZING in your call the call of God. And you will draw him in and give
him rest, as it was given YOU. All this will you do. But the peace that already lies
deeply within, must first expand, and FLOW ACROSS the obstacles YOU place before
it. THIS IT WILL DO. For nothing undertaken WITH the Holy Spirit, remains
unfinished. You can indeed be sure of NOTHING you see OUTSIDE you, but of this
you CAN be sure.

The Holy Spirit asks that you offer Him a resting-place, where YOU will rest in Him.
He answered you, and entered your relationship. Would you not now RETURN His
graciousness, and enter into a relationship with Him? For it is HE Who offered YOUR
relationship the gift of holiness, without which it would have been forever
impossible to appreciate each other.

39 The gratitude you owe to Him, He asks but that YOU receive FOR Him. And,
when you look with gentle graciousness upon each other, you ARE beholding Him.
For you are looking where He IS, and NOT apart from you. You CANNOT see the Holy
Spirit, but you CAN see your brothers truly. And the light in them will show you all
that you NEED to see. When the peace in you has been extended to encompass
EVERYONE, the Holy Spirit's function here will be accomplished. What NEED is there
for SEEING, then? When God has taken the last step Himself, the Holy Spirit will
gather ALL your thanks and gratitude that you have offered Him, and lay them gently
before His Creator, in the name of His most holy Son. And the Father will ACCEPT
them in HIS Name. What need is there of seeing, in the presence of HIS gratitude?



